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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with S. Warren Hall on 7 September 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Specification 

[0074] To load an implement into the drive shaft, the appropriate carrier is rotated about 
a pivot point 82 to position the implement in line with the drive shaft and then the 
implement and its carrier are moved downwardly and the implement is moved into 
engagement with the implement receiving socket 6. The carrier's pivot connection 82 is 
moved along the long groove 162 (FIG. 16), with both the carrier and its implement 
moving downwardly together. The working position of a carrier is shown in FIG. 17. The 
carrier 80 has been rotated from a storage position to an operative position and remains 
attached to the particular implement. Each carrier 80 rotates about the pivot connection 
82 defining an offset pivot axis across and perpendicular to the elongate drive shaft 4. 
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Claims 

26. (Currently Amended) A tool as claimed in claim 25 24 wherein said segment of said 
coil spring is an end segment which extends radially inwardly of the diameter of said coil 
spring. 

2. The allowed claims are 25-45. The independent claims are 25 and 29 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record is U.S. Patent 431,107 to Cowley, which was 
applied to the claims in the office action mailed on 30 January 2006. Suffice it to say, 
Cowley does not disclose "wherein said spring biased latch is a two position latch, said 
two position latch having a first position retaining an implement received in said drive 
socket in a drive position and a second position where an implement is held in said 
drive socket in a manner to allow hand withdrawal of said implement from said drive 
socket" as claimed in claim 25. Cowley also does not disclose "said collar including a 
series of elongate slot recesses extending parallel to said drive shaft with each elongate 
slot recess partially receiving the base arm of the respective carrier; said pivot axis of 
each carrier being slidable along the respective slot recess of the collar and movable 
along the slot recess between a storage position of said carrier at one end of said slot 
recess and a spaced in use position towards an end of said slot recess slot opposite 
said one end of said slot recess; each carrier when moved from said storage position to 
said in use position pivoting about said pivot axis and sliding along said slot recess to 
align an implement received in said carrier with said implement receiving socket of said 
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drive shaft with said aligned implement being received in said drive socket by sliding 
movement of said pivot axis of said carrier in said slot recess to said in use position" or 
"each implement receiving carrier in said in use position allowing rotation of an 
implement received therein and in engagement with said drive shaft socket to rotate 
with said drive shaft without rotation of said implement receiving carrier" as claimed in 
claim 29. As such, Cowley does not anticipate the instant invention as disclosed in 
independent claims 25 and 29. 

Furthermore, there is no combinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so modify the teachings of 
Cowley, and thus, for at least the foregoing reasoning, the prior art of record does not 
render obvious the present invention as set forth in independent claims 25 and 29. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric A. Gates whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5498. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:45-6:15. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


EAG 

7 September 2006 


MONICA CARTER 


